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Regions in Central Europe is, g the s ib-title correctly s ys, . boat Qo «k
the leg gy of history. 8 en indi jd tl contrib ions, by fio &
N ndln -born or -tr kned B\ hors, }dl ided into fo w p £ts _h? first
p it cong}tlng of one ch pter, de ls 1th the}leoretlc klﬂ plic tions of the
tet! [region]. -he follo  ing three p its, of t o ch pters e h re Pore
eMpiric | pd disc s 'dlgerent spects “of reglc‘m 1 de clopMents in Centr |
E wope', r pging in tif'e froP* the e gly Middle Ages to toll y.

-he boqt is ery condensed pd therefore not pe gy re d. tisinfort i e
nd gi es p ekeellent det jled historic | b @ gro ad to the de elopM ent o
regions.Yn Centr | E wope - pd rele t colp gisons for thos? ho need
theP. For inst nce for soM eone mter}sted in the role of religion § one
gpect of the holy trinity in s ¥t jning Sottishness pd logt ing for s1§f il g
de elopPents else  here in Etope the boat is ,  luple sokce. n his
ch prer 'Region, "C it | dentity pd Politics i the fe kg bsb g
Mon gchy', Lindst P disc #ses the role of religion in P jnt mlng distinct
clti | identity in gio® p gts of Centr | E iope. -he boog oidd be
sofe gless sef lbﬁ)r soP' eone interested in theoretic ] disc lssfgns bo &
reglo‘r’;s nd region Jis? per se. Ne grtheless, s MPostn fion lisP liter gte
begins ith the French Re ol &ion of V7 -Kgll S collectlon gomg b g nto
P ich evglier period & gil NP self disc #ses ethno-territori | e ol ¥ion in the
region in the e fy Middle Ages , does pro jde , luple 1n;@ht into the
tempora incognita or Qd terra incognita. oY
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+he terP 'Centr ]| E wope' itself is not explicitly defined in the boq . On the
b g co erthe p lisher st fes th {' Itho igh the ter® "Centr | E iope” is not
cle gly d¥ined or hoP ogeneo kly pplied, it is gener Jly recognised th § the
te s inclided in Ger!' py pd the forM er k§ psb kg Mon gchy for!! its core
e ; nd th { the definition depends ‘on the criteri ;chosen - geogr ghic £,
politic |, econoPic or cdt i | nd the period ider consider gion'. LiMiting
the scope of Centr | E iope to the forM er k§ bsb icg Mon gchy pd Ger™ py
only is ther restricted definition of Centr | E wope. M ny British schol s
odd pply the ter? [so to the B § pns pd Pol pd G yton Ash, pd the
%rmigh y Central Europe Review* co ~e'rs 2 kh Y‘ider territory g _ell.

vt
-he ter! region is defined differently in different ch pters. For pyone
cond icting rese rch in the field of n &ions, n tion Jlis® pd identities, this
"indefin pility' of terP's is  _f Hili p iss . -h the diffic dty of defining
iMport pt terP's is not iniq ¥ to this collection, b & it is not col pliM enting
the boai . For inst pce Lindst& !, _ khor of the longest contrib kion, is
interch pge bly  riting pow ‘cdti | identities, 'n gion | identities',
'n tion constryictions',  'c Wt kn &ion £ sp ges‘, ‘cltw kn &ion £
col'P wities', ‘cdtic | coPP unity pd sp ge' etc, le ding ine jt ply to
conf iion. None of the terP's ge explicitly defined pd their Pe pifkg seel's
to be Pore or less the s P'e. n se er | occ sions it seeM ed to the re je  er
th { .hors' definition s of the regi&l co Wd ~ist 2 ell be gp]ied to n Yiens
ortopiitin pother = y- khors'definition s 0’1z region pd territori thy
ere  ery n gion £ v'ijor inst pce, “oh psson in his '-he Pp gt of
h gin on' defines territori lity § ' speci | rel tionship bet‘ Jeen n
indi jdwlor .grodp pnd .gi en re . ke contin s disc ksing ' p gtic ¥ ¢
ffinit%' th { people 'feel' itl¥ their territory, , process th { 'fdfils
iMport pt psychologic | f inction' of _sense of belonging'. 7oh psson jF's to
sho‘ ho , these 'territori l" feelings of identity pd  ffinity rel fe to ‘other
identities+of priP Ei]y ethnic or n tion £ ch g gter' pp. 2 . One needs to be
ell-re Q in n &ion l‘isfl liter { we to be 12]e to expl gl ho‘ nl ion differs
‘Frofl sregion th £ is 'gener lly inderstood to be P g ed Q)y sote intern |
sif'il rities, cohesion of f{finity hich differenti fe it froP the o ¥side _orld'
p.4 . Only I fer in his ch pter does 7oh psson introd ice the concept of
finction thy 5 Pore signific pt th p the concept of ethnicity in

disting Wshing betw een regions nd n fions - \ 1‘hich cpo g’r] P Notl nd,
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7oh psson ggies, h § ' . tr dition of ling ing territori thy nd ethnicity’ p.
27; pd G a]berg concl ides th { 'region | identities ¢ p eq i lly ser ¢ the
n tion }ideology itself, pdinthelongrin [sothen ion |identity' p.\%» .

Altho igh soMe S pdin _i p khors h e their og s p blished in English -
Gr n ~herborn o0 dd a‘e to B ind,“gd h ‘gn & gil hiPself h 3 afe
boai s in English -~ il ! ber of recent boqt s p wlikhed in 8§, Qdin i ath L e
possibly rele nt for those interested in n Eion £ identities, ethnic disco Wse,
po er rel Eioﬁ! etc., feyet i . | ble for the Anglophone re ger. One of
the P jn benefits of this ol # & is the extensi ¢ collection of i.L)le
references th { ge &4 lly nov presentin pn _er gg’English-l ng tgg'soci 1
science boat . Re gers ho Le f {1 ili L » h Ge® poor qy of the
SN pdin i plpgwges Al find M dtit ide™of intrig ing references in the
boqi , P n ofthellwort logt ing L

For re ders interested in $gottish {f irs, the boqt is interesting, b k not
necess Ei]y extrePely rele at. First of M, it is, first pd forePost, n
historic | inq Wry into regio?? list in Centr | E wope, pd not atheoreticl
tre fise on region fis? s s ich. And secondly, there re ery fe —references
to Sotl gd. here s soMe re Qers n ¥ if p ®hed, gree.’[h &Yf:‘r g]ic Kots
h .e 'ce Eed to be Pore th n exotic loc £c010 ', $ots gd rese Echers of
Mot nd __odd prob bly be pikhed to gMit th{ in Brit jn 'tod y's
region l‘lsﬂ‘ in ol es the gtifici | res kcit fion of older dMinistr {i g
design gions' Garndr, p. } gg Altho ish % pdin i . pd especi £ly it
w elf re-st fe Model, is often deployed in Sgottish idgﬁity constr iction
positi e reference point, this see s not to be reciproc fed. Did the incre ging
der 93 for constit wion | ch pge in $otl pd go, by pd ! gge, dnoticed in
N Qdin i oB & then g in, Regions in Central Europe: The Legacy of
History i?’abogg bo « history, not region lisM.
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